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were not before. The immanent tendency of a collectivity to
union with others in a comprehensive general collectivity
enables the masses to gain a new form of domination. They
return as organized masses to direct political activity. The way
out is thus to atomize the masses in every field of life, to prevent
the formation of associations capable of effective political
action, and to assemble the masses only under conditions in
which they can be kept passive and receptive. This is the
tactical plan of National Socialism, which has carefully avoided
moving in the direction of the Corporative State.
The attempt to maintain control of the unorganized masses
by means of terrorism has revealed special dangers: the
personnel of the regime changes in character The question
remains whether the control of the masses by propaganda
through suggestion does not also lead indirectly to a modi-
fication of the political course, the will of the masses finding
means of fulfilment in the direction of a growing radicalization.
The suggestive force of slogans rapidly wears out. Up to now
the attention of the elite has mainly been paid to the fact that
the masses are strongly influenced by the continual repetition
of things that have been made familiar to them. That is true.
But it is a mistake to suppose that they can be influenced for
years on end by the same sort of suggestive propaganda.
Propaganda, to remain effective, must continually be height-
ened. Hence the search for effective slogans and, to ensure that
they shall be effective, the investigation of the desires of the
masses. In the course of time the leaders become more
and more dependent on the masses, at least in a negative
sense, throwing aside slogans which are found to have lost
their attraction. The replacing of worn-out elements in the
propaganda repertoire is an anxious matter for propagandists
great and little. It is an elementary mistake to suppose that the
masses can be got to do anything and everything, even by the
wiliest of Goebbelsian propaganda. In any case, the time comes